Dijon, a Regional Capital with
an International Standing

AN ACTIVE NETWORK
OF TWIN TOWNS
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Unesco's dual recognition of Dijon, with the Gastronomic meal of the French and the
Climates of Burgundy's Vineyards, confirms our city's worldwide prestige and international
appeal. Our region is fortunate to be identified as a key place of gastronomy, wine and
historical heritage. The hundreds of thousands of tourists who come to Dijon each year
attest to just how vibrant our city is. And their numbers are on the rise. Over the past 15
years, we have implemented an ambitious strategy which is commensurate with our means and size: we have invested more
than one billion euros in major infrastructures, making Dijon a true metropolitan regional city. In addition, Greater Dijon is one
of the few urban areas in Greater Eastern France, with a continually increasing population and since 1st January 2016, it is
ranked among France's top regional capitals. Dijon is a cosmopolitan city with some 126 different nationalities and several
consulates and foreign cultural centres. It is therefore not surprising that it is setting its sight at the international level. With
more than 3,000 foreign students each year, through its participation in important trade and tourism fairs, with its European
cultural and sporting events, in addition to the well-known international firms set up in the city, there is no doubt that Dijon
is globally minded. And these impressive facts are the modern day version of Dijon's impressive history with the Dukes of
Burgundy who used to be at the head of the biggest political and artistic power of their time.

The Anglo-Saxon world
From Europe to Asia
From the Mediterranean basin to Africa

Skopje (Macedonia)

Capital of Burgundy-Franche-Comté
252.000 inhabitants
Unesco recognition: Climates of Burgundy's
Vineyards, The Gastronomic Meal of the French

Capital of the Republic of Macedonia
500.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 1961

York (The United Kingdom)

Historical capital of Transylvania
325.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 1962

Capital of Yorkshire
200.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 1953

Dallas (The United States of America)
1,3 million inhabitants
Twin town since 1957

Mainz (Germany)

Capital of Rhineland-Palatinate
200.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 1958

Volgograd (Russia)

Capital of Volgograd Oblast
1 million inhabitants
Twin town since1959

Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

Reggio Emilia (Italy)
180.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 1964

Pécs (Hungary)

European capital of culture 2010
150.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 1966

Opole (Poland)

Capital of Opole Voivodeship
130.000 inhabitants
Twin town since 2009

Sladana Zivkovic
Deputy Mayor of International Relations

Guimarães (Portugal)

European capital of culture 2012
160.000 inhabitants
Unesco recognition: city-centre
Twin town since 2011

Today, Dijon's international action is focused on three axes: cooperation and partnerships, with
a particularly strong accent put on the economy; enhancing the region's international profile;
increasing the international mobility of young people. To successfully carry out these projects,
Dijon is working hand in hand with the city's driving forces: associations, companies, and
institutions of higher education. Broadening our international recognition means reinforcing
our partnerships with these stakeholders and bringing local and civil society players together.
One of our major objectives is to help the men and women of Dijon to truly become "citizens
of the world" and to make Dijon, with its rich past and exciting future, an even more global and
attractive city with a strong sense of solidarity.

Chefchaouen (Morocco)

36.000 inhabitants
Unesco recognition: Mediterranean diet
Twin town since 2016

Prague (Czech Republic)

District of Prague, capital of Czech Republic,
Historical capital of Bohemia
100.000 inhabitants
Unesco recognition: city-centre
Twin town since 2016

DIJON, INVOLVED IN INTERNATIONAL
NETWORKS AND AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF:

Dakar (Senegal)
Capital of Senegal
1 million inhabitants
Soon to be Twin town

International Relations Department of the City of Dijon
11, rue de l’Hôpital - 21000 Dijon (France)
Telephone: +33 (0)380 747 148 - RI@ville-dijon.fr
www.dijon.fr
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Dijon (France)

A HIGHLY ATTRACTIVE CITY WITH
A GLOBAL OUTLOOK AND A STRONG
SENSE OF SOLIDARITY

A taste for the world
Dijon, an attractive regional city with a strong sense
of solidarity

		â The French branch of the European Council of Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)
		â The Network of Friends of the Elderly
		â The World Coalition against the Death Penalty
â The European Coalition of Cities against Racism
â Cities for Peace

Acting
Internationally

GENERATIONS
OF GLOBALLY MINDED PEOPLE

Dijon's Global Outlook :
Yes We Can !

Economic development, attractiveness, culture and sustainable development: within the
framework of the partnerships Dijon has created, linking us to more than ten cities across the
world, and thanks to the excellent relationships it has with its local players, the city of Dijon
actively supports all of the actions taken towards developing international relations in these
four strategic domains.

The city of Dijon fosters international experiences for the young. Studying or having a
professional experience abroad is an asset in the personal growth and development our
young citizens.

Dijon brings together the whole of the region's players to both enhance the city's international
profile and to accompany its inhabitants' European and international projects. It also supports
European events and initiatives that foster the feeling of belonging to Europe in the everyday
lives of the people of Dijon.

Promoting Assets and Regional
Knowhow

The city of Dijon has joined forces with Vitagora, TasteHealth-Nutrition cluster, which contributes to promoting
Dijon's companies and their expertise, as well as promoting
the city's quality laboratories and institutions of higher
education.
In October 2015, the city of Dijon unveiled its International
Gastronomy and Wine Exhibition Centre project at the
Universal Exhibition in Milan.

Supporting and Facilitating
Economic Relations

In partnership with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry
of Côte-d’Or and Dijon Développement, the city of Dijon
welcomes delegations of company directors from all
around the world. In 2015 there were two groups, one from
Sarre (Germany) and one from Czech Republic.

Welcome to Dijon

Twice in the academic year, Dijon's Mayor welcomes hundreds of foreign students who have chosen to pursue
their higher education in Dijon. They are received in the prestigious Salle des Etats at the city hall. The city of
Dijon has signed cooperation agreements with Carnot secondary school, the University of Burgundy- FrancheComté, Sciences Po, Burgundy School of Business, AgroSup (National Institute of Agronomy, Food Science and
Environment), IAE (Institute of Business Administration), and the Ecole nationale supérieure d'art (National
Institute of Art), with the aim to help with the welcome and integration of foreign students.

Climate Commitment Charter

Within the framework of the COP21 (United National Conference on Climate Change), in December 2015, the city of Dijon
has organised climate meetings and has signed a Climate Commitment Charter with its partner cities. This initiative is
unique in France and perfectly illustrates these cities' will to be true actors in the fight against global warming.

Sciences Po, a European Campus in Dijon

L’institut d’études politiques de Paris has a campus in Dijon for Central and
Eastern Europe. Half of the students studying at this international institute are
from Central and Eastern Europe.

Facilitating International
Youth Travel

The city of Dijon has signed an agreement with the
Fédération Léo Lagrange, whose international travel
workshop is a genuine accelerator of initiatives
encouraging international youth travel.

Volunteer Service with the City of Dijon

Within the framework of the Erasmus+ European programme, every year Dijon welcomes
between two to three young people who carry out their European Voluntary Service in our
city, and, in turn, sends young people from Dijon abroad. The city also supports a FrancoGerman volunteer programme with La Maison de Rhénanie Palatinat: every year a dozen
plus young Germans come to Dijon and participate in associations. Lastly, the "Jeunesse,
volontariat et réciprocité" (Youth, Volunteering and Reciprocity) project, which is backed by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development, allows a yearly exchange of six youth
doing their international civic service between Dijon, Cluj-Napoca (Romania) and Reggio Emila (Italy).

Bringing Together Citizens
for Europe

Franco-German Friendship

Every May, the city of Dijon, in partnership with various
associations, organises events within the framework
of the Printemps de l’Europe. Meetings, exhibitions,
conferences and tastings, to name just a few, bring
the people of Dijon together to build the Europe of
tomorrow !

In June, La Maison de Rhénanie-Palatinat organises
an exceptional weekend of celebration. In a festive
and convivial atmosphere, this event is a highlight in
Dijon's "international year", showcasing the 50
year plus partnership between Dijon and
Mainz, between Burgundy and RhinelandPalatinate.

Acting for International
Solidarity

Culture without
Boarders

In 2011, the city of Dijon created Bourgogne
Coopération, a federation of associations that
fosters international cooperation and solidarity. This
organisation helps to aggregate the means which are
distributed to its 110 local associations active in more
than thirty countries. Bourgogne Coopération is the
intermediary, set up in Dijon, of the National Network
of Information about International Solidarity and
Sustainable Development (Ritmo).

The city of Dijon encourages project
initiators to give an international
dimension to their events, and provides
financial aid to help them. A perfect example is
the "Fenêtres sur courts" short film festival, which
is organised every year by the association Plan 9.
With the help of the city, it is now open to foreign film
makers: European competition, welcoming foreign
film makers, film subtitles, etc.

